Previous studies indicated that patients with atherosclerosis are predominantly infected by human cytomegalovirus (HCMV), but rarely infected by type 1 Epstein-Barr virus (EBV-1). In this study, atheromas of 30 patients who underwent aortocoronary bypass surgery with coronary endartherectomy were tested for the presence of these two viruses. HCMV occurred in 93.3% of the samples and EBV-1 was present in 50% of them. Concurrent presence of both pathogens was detected in 43.3% of the samples.
responsible for cardiovascular and cerebrovascular events, has multifactor etiology. Obesity, hyperlipidemia, diabetes, hypertension and cigarette smoking account for 50 to 60 percent of cases of cardiovascular disease (10) . Atherosclerosis essentially develops from a mild chronic inflammatory reaction to an injury and there is evidence that infectious microorganisms, such as Chlamydia pneumonia, Helicobacter pylori, periodontal pathogens, human cytomegalovirus (HCMV) , hepatitis A virus, enterovirus and Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) may play a pathogenic role (4, 15, 20) .
The latent state of viral infections might differ from that of bacterial infections, and Herpesviridae in particular exert direct proatherogenic effects on injured vessel walls (5) . Viruses may directly infect arterial intima, inducing or accelerating atherosclerosis. Moreover, viral infections may promote atherosclerosis by increasing the expression of adhesion molecules and inflammatory cytokines (13) and procoagulant effects (8) , and enhancing cholesterol uptake (14) as well as auto-immune response to infection (6) . There is experimental evidence that HCMV can infect human coronary smooth muscle cells and initiate viral replication (12) , while EBV can have a lifelong persistence in B cells (17 Nested-PCR was used to detect viral DNA using specific oligonucleotides for EBV-1 and HCMV. EBV-1 primers amplified a fragment of EBV nuclear antigens EBNA 2 and HCMV primers amplified a fragment of glycoprotein B gene.
The outer and inner oligonucleotides primers used in the tests, the temperature of melting and the product length are described in Table 1 . Table 1 . PCR primers, temperature of melting (TM) and amplicon length (base pairs) in the identification of the infectious agents Concurrent infection with HCMV and EBV-1 was observed in 13 specimens (43.3%) ( Table 2) . 
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